radelgado@fgr.gob.sv
Rodolfo Delgado 
Head of the Organized Crime Unit of the Attorney General’s Office

Dear Mr. Rodolfo Delgado:   
As a member of the International community in support of human Rights, I would like to express my profound concern over the recent murders that have taken place in the department of Cabañas, against activists of the environmental movement in resistance to the mining exploitation in El Salvador. 

With the recent murder of Dora Alicia Recinos Sorto, on the 26th of December, who was eight months pregnant, three environmental activists have been brutally murdered in 2009: Gustavo Marcelo Rivera, Ramiro Rivera Gómez and Dora Alicia Sorto Rodríguez. 

These crimes highlight the systematic violence that has been taking place in Cabañas since June of last year: the kidnapping and brutal murder of activist Gustavo Marcelo Rivera; the death threats against journalists from Radio Victoria, the director of the Association for the Economic and Social Development of Santa Marta (ADES), and other community leaders in Cabañas; the sabotage of Radio Victoria’s electronic equipment; the murder of Ramiro Rivera last week; and more than three attempts against the life of José Santos Rodríguez, Sorto Recino´s life partner. 

I consider there is enough evidence to suppose that these murders and violent crimes are related, as part of a campaign to intimidate the social organizations of Cabañas: all three murders occurred against communities opposed to the Canadian company Pacific Rim’s mining project El Dorado. It is worrisome that the Attorney General's office, under the direction of Astor Escalante, attributed these cases a priori to common crime, ignoring evidence that indicates the political nature of these events. 

I thank the efforts on behalf of the Unit of Protection of Victims and Witnesses of the National Civil Police, and of the Procurator for the Defence of Human Rights to try and guarantee the security of the Cabañas community leaders.  However, as you know, in the case of Ramiro Rivera, this protection was not enough to avoid his murder.  I therefore call on you to increase efforts to stop any other human Rights violation. 

I consider it is of ultimate importance that the General Fiscal of the Republic carries out a thorough investigation immediately, in order to uncover the material and intellectual authors of these terrible crimes, and bring them to justice. If the situation of impunity is sustained, these violent acts of a political nature will continue and possibly worsen.

As a member of the International community in solidarity with the Salvadoran people, I call to the General Fiscal of the Republic to carry out an impartial, exhaustive and effective invetstigation. If these events remain in impunity, it will generate an environment of fear and uncertainty for the other community leaders, undoing the many advances achieved in the process of democratizing the country.
I thank you in advance for your efforts to facilitate the investigations in the hope that justice is quickly brought to these cases, while protecting the victims and providing for the families of those murdered.

Sincerely

[Your name and place of residence]

